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A Time of Anticipation and Hope 

The Transforming Power of God’s Mercy Leads to a Generous Heart 

Advent and Christmas, 2022 

 

My Dear Fellow Parishioner and Fellow Disciple of the Lord: 

 

May the Peace of God be with you. 

 

We will begin the Season of Advent the Sunday after the Feast of Christ the King.  Advent is the 

period of time, generally four weeks, prior to the celebration of Christmas.  The season raises our 

anticipation of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  It is NOT the Christmas Season and we ought 

not decorate the church and house as though it is.  Christmas is when we celebrate the first 

coming of Christ, His birth.  The Christmas season is separate from Advent and it lasts until the 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  So, there are many weeks for us to celebrate Jesus’ birth after 

Advent. 

 

Again, Advent is the time of year we prepare ourselves for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  

At the end of time Jesus will come again and the Earth and time as we know it will end.  All of 

creation will come to fulfillment as God the Father has intended all along.  However, it is not a 

time of doom and gloom.  It is a time of anticipation.  We prepare for a glorious forever even as 

we do not know the time this will happen.  So, we must be ready at all times. 

 

Perhaps you experience doubt.  The “world” around you seems to be without a “rudder”.  No 

one seems to be able to lead humankind as there is no anchor of Truth.  You might wonder 

what, then, is life about?  Where do I belong?  Is God close to me and to us all? 

 

A few weeks ago we celebrated the Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time.  The Scripture Readings 

prescribed for that Sunday speak to me again now.  The reading from the Book of Wisdom 

especially jumps out at me. (Wisdom 11:22-12:2) 

 

As you might experience doubt and some sadness it is good to see generation after generation 

has had such experiences.  The author of Wisdom speaks to the Lord and admits to his sense of 

smallness in the face of creation.  He feels quite powerless in front of all that is around him and 

knows the challenge of life on Earth.  He says, “Before the Lord the whole universe is as a grain 

from a balance….” 

 

After acknowledging his smallness before the Lord and all creation the author of Wisdom realizes 

God’s mercy.  He says, “But you have mercy on all, … You overlook people’s sins that they may 

repent.”  Yes, God has mercy on all! 

 

Know what mercy is.  Mercy is pure gift.  On the other hand Justice is owed to every person.  It is 

the dignity that is innate to humankind.   But no one is owed mercy.  God chooses to show 

mercy.  He forgives us our sins even before we admit to them.  Why?  What s the purpose of 

mercy? 

 



Mercy elicits a response.  The response is repentance.  Remember what the  passage from 

Wisdom says. “…You overlook people’s sins that they may repent.”  That is, God grants us this gift 

of mercy in the hopes you will turn your life toward Him.  When you do turn toward God you act 

with a generous heart.  You want to share the love you now know with others.  It cannot be 

contained.  The experience of Mercy is transformative.  Suddenly hope rises up!  With God’s love 

it is possible to walk with the Lord.  It is possible to be a member of His Church. 

 

During this Advent Season we will help each other by our communal prayers and rituals.  Each 

Sunday our Liturgies will open up the Scriptures of Hope to us.  Each Thursday evening we will 

gather for one hour before the Blessed Sacrament to learn, reflect and worship.  In the First 

Sunday of Advent we will bless and light the Advent Wreath.   

So, I look forward to celebrating these holy seasons with you, Advent and Christmas.  PLEASE be 

present for it all.  The rites of the Church in all the religious events will truly guide you to the Truth 

and lift you up. 

 

One final very important notice.  Christmas and January 1st fall on Sunday this year.  That means 

our parish could lose two whole collections.  Normally Christmas is on a weekday.  Thus, there is 

a Christmas collection AND Sunday collection.  These holiday collections are so very crucial to 

the support of Blessed Sacrament Parish.  We rely on them to make our budgets each year.  

Without any one of them we are in a “difficult place” financially!  PLEASE tithe on Christmas Day 

and New Years Day as though it is for both your Christmas donation and Sunday donation.  That 

is, combine your Christmas and Sunday donations in one on Christmas day.  Again, without your 

cooperation in this we all will fall short in the financial sense.  We are all Stewards of the Church. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

Fr. Bob Tywoniak, Pastor 

 

Events for Advent and Christmas 

 

First Sunday of Advent:  The blessing and lighting of the Advent Wreath.  November 26th/27th. 

 

“Evenings With the Eucharist”: Each Thursday evening during Advent beginning with December 

1st, 7pm to 8pm.  All Sunday School students and their parents are required to attend Thursdays. 

Fr. Bob will be available each Thursday at 6:30pm till 6:50pm for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 

December 8th:  Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (a Holy Day of 

Obligation)   8:00am Mass and 7:00pm Mass. 

 

December 24th:  4:00pm Vigil of the Nativity 

                              11:00pm, Mass During the Night.  (Not Midnight) 

December 25th:  10:45am  (NO 9:00am) 

                            NO 8:00am Mass on the following day. 

 

December 31st:  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  4:00pm Vigil Mass  (Day of Obligation) 

January 1st:  Masses at 9:00am and 10:45am.    

                             NO 8:00am Mass the following day. 

 

This year the Christmas Season ends with the feast of Epiphany of the Lord which is January 8th. 

 

 



 
 


